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100 Club - The draw was made by Revd.
Michèle at the end of our beautiful Palm
Sunday service. During the service the
congregation prepared the lovelyt Easter
Garden which is still in Church. If you haven’t
seen the Garden it is well worth a special visit
to St. Catherine’s and perhaps taking a
photograph.
The April  draw winner was Rose Yearwood .
Rose lived in East Tilbury village (Rose
Bettis) and is very knowledgeable about
earlier years, village families and the many
interesting characters who lived in the village.
At St. Francis it is good to see that the fruit
trees that were recently planted appear to be
growing quite happily, with the cherry and
plum both showing some bloom - not that we
really expect any fruit this year! The reaction
and generosity of parishioners also means
that the cost has been met by donations -
thank you. Also, thanks to Colin and Julie
Guest the grass has been cut and now looks
a lot tidier.
The heating at St. Francis is now back on
(just in time for the summer) as the boiler was
replaced by Hollands heating and the new
‘Ideal’ unit comes with a ten year warranty
which should ensure that we do not have
another major outlay for some time.
Our annual church meetings will take place
after the morning service on Sunday 14th

May. There are two meetings with the first
one being where our Churchwardens for the
coming year are elected. At the second
meeting the parish’s annual reports and

accounts are presented and members of the
Parochial Church Council are elected. In
addition, this year, two representatives to the
Deanery Synod need to be chosen for a three
year term.
This year Christian Aid week runs from
Sunday 14th - Saturday 20th May and there is
a bit more information about the organisation
elsewhere in this magazine.
Remember that we have local elections in the
parish on Thursday May 4th. This year it is very
important that you take your photo id. with you
to the polling station as without it you will not
be able to cast your vote.
Regarding the proposals for St. James
churchyard in West Tilbury, you are reminded
that If you have any comments / observations
these need to be received by Monday 9th May
- see last month’s PEWTALK for details.
The churchyard at St. Catherine’s is looking
rather overgrown largely because when the
conditions have been right for grass cutting we
have nobody available and when we have
people available the grass is too wet. We are
in contact with the ‘payback’ team but also hope
that, weather permitting, we will have a team of
volunteers on the Monday of the coronation
weekend (8th) and be able to have a good
session. If you are willing and able we would
love to have your help and you will be rewarded
with refreshments.
And while thinking of refreshment St.
Catherine’s will be open for tea and cakes again
at the end of May.

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be
with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Reflections from The Rectory
After what seems like the longest and coldest of winters it is good
to have reached the merry month of May, a month I feel, which lends
itself to times of celebration and looking forward to the summer
months that will follow.
Tradition has it that the month of ‘May’ is so named after the Roman
goddess ‘Maia’. Maia was considered to be a nurturer and an earth
goddess who oversaw the growth of plants. It is certainly a month
that normally sees the Sun having a little more warmth to it, the birds
singing a little more loudly, the flowers beginning to bloom and the

garden growing.
It is also believed that the name ‘May’ has its roots from the Latin word ‘maiores’ which means
‘elders’ who were celebrated during this month.
The month of May then is perfect for the celebrations that will accompany the Coronation of
King Charles III on Saturday 6th May.
There cannot be many people who have waited nearly their whole life long before taking up
the role they were born to do. But King Charles, a great ‘elder’ at the age of 74, is doing exactly
this. He is in fact the oldest person ever to assume the British Throne. However with great age
comes great wisdom and so we shall be in safe hands.
The late Queen Elizabeth II, helped to prepare her Son, and us, for this great transition of one
monarch to another. Over the last couple of years on many occasions Prince Charles, as he
was then, took his Mother’s place on various State Occasions and at important events when
she was unable to be there.
Speaking just after the death of his mother Queen Elizabeth II, the King made a commitment
to follow the pattern of loving service that she demonstrated, a service of ‘loyalty, respect, and
love.’ King Charles has already pledged himself to that vocation. Following in his mother’s
footsteps, King Charles’ leadership is clearly rooted in a desire and a commitment to serve,
following the ways of Christ in joy-filled servant heartedness. And that call to service is central
to our understanding of the monarchy.
The Coronation of King Charles III is a historic moment in the life of our nation. The Coronation
Service takes place on Saturday 6th May at Westminster Abbey, conducted by the Archbishop
of Canterbury. It will be a ceremony rooted in longstanding tradition, but the service will also
reflect the King’s role today and look to the future.
It is a time for celebration and perhaps a moment for all of us to reflect on what we, along with
King Charles might aspire to: the possibility of living for others, of seeking the wellbeing of the
whole community, of moving beyond self-interest to self-sacrifice.
Throughout the Coronation Weekend, themes of community life, volunteering and service will
be highlighted and celebrated both nationally and locally.



If you are able to join us at St. Catherine’s over the Coronation Weekend or throughout the rest of
the merry month of May when we have lots of lovely things happening (see the Diary for May further
on in Pewtalk) we would love to see you.
However you celebrate the Coronation of our new King have a wonderful time.
I leave you with one of the prayers from the Church of England praying for The King.

Almighty God,
Let thy wisdom be his guide,

And let thine arm strengthen him;
Let truth and justice,

Holiness and righteousness,
Peace and charity,
Abound in his days;

Direct all his counsels and endeavours
To thy glory,  and the welfare of his subjects. Amen.

Every Blessing to all, Revd Michèle.

Christian Aid
This year Christian Aid Week runs from Sunday 14th - Saturday
20th May and there is a lot of information, including how to
make a donation, on their website at:-

www.christianaid.org.uk
The following is taken from their website to give an

understanding of how they operate their mission.
“We work with our partners, donors and sister organisations to achieve our goals to end
poverty and injustice.

Our approach
We believe we can achieve even more when we team up with others, and so work alongside
partners, donors and organisations to fight poverty and injustice.
As the official relief, development and advocacy agency of 41 sponsoring churches in Britain
and Ireland, we work as part of a worldwide church community.
We carry out our relief, development and advocacy work through more than 500 local
organisations, which are close to the people and communities we seek to help and so best
understand their needs. We also work closely with governments and the private sector where
appropriate. Read our Safeguarding Policy on protecting adults and children



The Coronation of King Charles the Third
We look forward to a very special day in May when the
eyes of the world will be on London  and the ceremonial
for which we are renowned.
I, along with a few in the Parish, remember the Coronation
in 1953 and the visit of Queen Elizabeth to East Tilbury
following the terrible East Coast floods . At 12  I was silly
enough to go to school during the Queen’s visit but I did
see the Coronation on our relatively new television whilst
following the ornate printed programme. I lived in 25
Queen Elizabeth Avenue and it was agreed with the
Webster family at 23 that both houses would be open and
we would have lunch at 25 and a buffet meal at 23.
I remember receiving gifts,  a circular Coronation Jigsaw
and a model of the  coach and horses (both long gone),
a small green cup a hard backed book about Essex from
the Council and from Bata’s every child in the Sunday School received a Book of
Common Prayer. I still have the Book from The Sunday School. Although there was still
rationing we had a good street party during the holiday.
Sadly the horse on Sheila’s Coronation Coach had been damaged but she was very
young. Do you have any memories of the Coronation?
It appears that children were given gifts for earlier Coronations as we have two from
Sheila’s Mum and Dad’s house a tea spoon from West Riding County Council and a Tea
Caddy spoon both for the Coronation of King George the Sixth in 1937.
Are children receiving any Memorabilia this Coronation year?

Norman

We are a founding member of ACT Alliance, a coalition of 146 churches and faith-based
organisations working together in more than 100 countries.
We regularly run projects on behalf of governmental and other major donors, including
UK Aid and the European Commission, and are active members of 30 networks promoting
excellence in the delivery of humanitarian and development programmes, including the
Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC), BOND, Dochas, Sphere, CONCORD and VOICE.
We take part in several coalitions – such as the Climate Coalition, the Green Economy
Coalition and Leave No One Behind – to tackle the underlying causes of poverty and
challenge the systems that keep people poor.”



Rogation Sunday
In the Anglican Church, Rogation is celebrated on the fifth
Sunday after Easter. Rogation means an asking of God -
for blessing on the seed and land for the year ahead. It is
appropriate in any emergency, war, plague, drought or foul
weather.
The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the help
of the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. In those days a

crowd moved in procession around the cornfields, singing and dancing, sacrificing animals,
and driving away Winter with sticks. They wanted to rid the cornfields of evil.
In about 465 the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm and epidemic.  So
Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan custom, ordered that prayers should
be said in the ruined or neglected fields on the days leading up to Ascension. With his decision,
‘beating the bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial.
Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century and became a fixed and perennial
asking for help of the Christian God. On Rogation-tide, a little party would set out to trace the
boundaries of the parish. At the head marched the bishop or the priest, with a minor official
bearing a Cross, and after them the people of the parish, with schoolboys and their master
trailing along. Most of them held slender wands of willow.
At certain points along the route - at well-known landmarks like a bridge or stile or ancient tree,
the Cross halted, the party gathered about the priest, and a litany or rogation is said, imploring
God to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots and boughs in good health, and bring
them to an ample harvest. At some point beer and cheese would be waiting.
In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was much to be said for
‘beating the bounds.’ It was still very common as late as the reign of Queen Victoria. Certainly,
parish boundaries rarely came into dispute, for everyone knew them.  (Do you know yours
today?)
We will be celebrating Rogation on Sunday 21st May at 3pm in St. Catherine’s churchyard
and with the company of the Grays Town Band - do come and join in…………………..

Married
How many women can one man marry? A little boy who attended his first wedding worked
that one out pretty quick: the answer is 16.  It is easy, if you think about it.  Four better,
four worse, four richer, four poorer.  Comes to 16.



Deanery Synod meeting 18th April 2023
This meeting was held at St. John’s, Tilbury and the speaker was Michaela Southworth
who is the Chief Executive and Diocesan Secretary for the Diocese of Chelmsford.
Michaela, who is by training an accountant, gave a very full and clear presentation of the
flows of money and resources between the parish (as part of a deanery), the diocese and
the national church. In her opening remarks she said that in her view it is not right to say
that  “money is the root of all evil” but rather that “the love of money is the root of all evil”.
In her presentation she made it abundantly clear that the diocese has to be fully funded
to be able to operate and that this has not been the case in the past. There is however a
plan to get the budget in balance by end 2025. The funds needed come essentially from
the ‘parish share’ (each parish’s contribution to the Diocesan budget), investment income
and grants from the national church.
The parish share mechanism had been seen as unfair for many years and it has been
changed only after considerable consultation with some 300 parishes and 520 people
having input. The result is what we have today which is essentially a deanery share which
is for the deanery to divide between the parishes. The Area Dean explained that any
changes to the Diocesan suggested share in our deanery was not possible as virtually all
parishes were being asked to pay more than they had been able to contribute in 2022.
Michaela also explained that the share that was being asked only covered the cost of the
clergy and their housing with the other Diocesan costs being met from other resources.
She made the point that for the parish share to be reduced funding of some resources to
the parishes would have to be cut or clergy reductions would be needed.
She was at pains to point out that it was really for parishes / deaneries to decide what their
priorities are in terms of both Diocesan resources and local clergy. “The Diocese works
for you and not the other way round” to paraphrase what she said.
During a break in the meeting I spoke with the Area Dean who with the deanery synod
chairman had been at a meeting discussing possible ‘tweaks’ to the parish share formula
which, if accepted, could reduce the ‘house for duty’ costs in future.
In the business part of the meeting the Area Dean thanked the synod representatives for
their contributions over their three year term and reminded those present that new
representatives needed to be elected by each parish for the next synod.
It was also agreed to support the Horndon, Orsett and Bulphan benefice in their application
for a grant to part fund a feasibility study into the reordering of Orsett parish church to
make it better able to function in the years to come.
Chris & Kim



The April PCC meeting
The PCC met for the last time with its current membership on 25th April at St. Francis.
The main business of the meeting was to receive and approve the annual accounts and
reports for the year ending 31st December 2022. The accounts having been previously
distributed to PCC members, Norman gave explanation of some of the figures. He noted that
the parish finances were currently in good health but energy prices were a continuing
concern especially as the government support had finished at the end of March 2023. The
Independent examiner had raised no issues and had certified the accounts. The meeting
approved the accounts for submission to the annual meeting. The meeting then moved on to
consider and approve the annual reports of the various church activities for the annual
meeting.
In the review of church life since the last meeting it was agreed that the Easter activities and
services had been well received and the arrangements for the Coronation weekend were
noted. The meeting was advised that the boiler at St. Francis had been replaced and the
broadband contract there had been renewed for another 2 years.
Revd. Michèle advised that the Thurrock T100 group had been in touch and asked if St.
Catherine’s could be open for them on 24th and 29th June. This was agreed. She also said
that she been contacted by someone with queries about the proposals for the West Tilbury
churchyard and she would pursue the matter with Nathan Whitehead at Chelmsford.

How an argument over tea led to the founding of America by Tim Lenton

Some 250 years ago, on 10th May 1773, Britain passed the Tea Act, which favoured the British
East India Company over the American colonies. This led to the Boston Tea Party in December,
which escalated into the American Revolution and the establishment of the USA.
The idea of the Tea Act was to help the struggling British East India Company to dispose of its
vast holdings of tea profitably in the American colonies, where much of the (inferior) tea came
from Dutch sources and was smuggled in. But the colonists reacted strongly against the attempt
to manipulate their tea-buying, and against British taxes generally, which they regarded as
taxation without representation.
Later the same year this led to what has become known as the Boston Tea Party, where a large
group of citizens, calling themselves the Sons of Liberty and dressed as Mohawk Indians,
boarded the British tea ships and threw 92,000 pounds of tea into the harbour.
This was not a violent insurrection. No-one was injured, and it was reported that the Sons of
Liberty swept the decks of the ships afterwards. But British politicians of all sides were appalled,
not least because many of them had substantial holdings in the British East India Company.
Added to the ill-feeling resulting from the Boston Massacre in 1770, in which five people died
after British troops had been taunted (the comparison with Ulster is obvious), this led in two
short years to the American War of Independence, which changed everything.





PARISH DIARY FOR MAY
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments.
Please see our weekly newsletter for the latest

Information.  It can be found on our
Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

        3 May   Morning Prayer at St. Francis       10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        4 May Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1pm
  W.I. Meeting at St. Francis        2.00-4.00pm

Local elections today
        6 May Coronation of King Charles III

        7 May    5th Sunday of Easter
‘Worshipping Together’ at St. Catherine’s              10.00am

   ‘Coronation Big Lunch’ a bring and share meal
at St. Catherine’s  12noon

   Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s      4.30pm
        8 May 'Coronation Big Help Out'’   - come and do some volunteering &
    help care for the Churchyard (with refreshments) St. Catherine’s     2.00-4.00pm
      10 May    Mid-week Holy Communion at St. Francis     10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      11 May  Foodbank at St. Francis       11.00am-1pm
      13 May  Church cleaning at St. Catherine’s     10am-noon
  A Service of Choral Evensong with the Writtle Singers     4pm

      14 May   6th Sunday of Easter
     Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

               followed by the annual church meetings
Start of Christian Aid Week (to 20th)

      15 May Bible study and fellowship group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon
      17 May  Mid-week Holy Communion at St. Francis    10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop-in’   10.30am-noon
      18 May  Ascension Day

Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1pm

      21 May   Rogation Sunday
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    10.00am

         Rogation service in St. Catherine’s Churchyard
with the Grays Town Brass Band 3.00pm

      22 May Meeting of the PCC at St. Francis       2.00pm

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during April
Baptisms

None
Weddings

None

Committal of ashes
None

Funerals
  28 April  Neil Blakemore
Burials

None

      24 May    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop-in’   10.30am-noon
      25 May Foodbank at St. Francis       11.00am-1pm
      28 May   Pentecost (Whit Sunday)

      Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am
Open Afternoon with Refreshments at St Catherine's 2-4pm

Easter at St. Catherine’s
Although in the secular world Christmas may seem like the most important celebration in the
Christian calendar we know that for Christians Easter is more significant as it marks the
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
This year, for the first time since Revd. Michèle  started her ministry
in our parish, we were able to do justice to the season.
Our preparations began on Palm Sunday when, as part of our
‘Worshipping Together’ service the whole congregation played
their part in building an Easter garden. This year it was prepared
on a table in front of the altar rather than on the top of the tomb where
it had been in the past.
The following Thursday, which was ‘Maundy Thursday’ we had an agape meal, which included
Holy Communion, at St. Francis. Although the 2023 setting was very different from that of the
disciples last supper, it was still very much a communal gathering of believers.
The next day was, of course ‘Good Friday’ and we spent an hour recalling the last events of
Christ’s earthly life.
Easter Saturday had a very different feel with a ‘service of light’ during which the new Pascal
candle was lit (as evening fell) from a brazier in the churchyard and carried into church with
each member of the congregation have an individual candle lit from it.
And so to Easter Day’s service of Holy Communion when we could all celebrate the joy of the
resurrection.



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road

Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Usual Service Pattern
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com

mailto:warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
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